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All children deserve to grow up healthily with proper physical, psychological and Can the parents or the child attend this conference? <<1§|% ps= I\rr_\z '}CJ:E bvd JE'f__I'\ E

emotional care. They should be protected against harm and exploitation. However,

i i i id e S 2y
it the physical/psychological health and development of a child is endangered The social worker will usually invite the parents to attend the conference to discuss %77 __,_iE %ﬂﬂ Ryk ‘% ﬁﬁ

or impaired, all personnel who may come into contact with the child have the . . . . L )
responsibility to take necessary actions to protect the safety of the child and safeguard things about the child and the family. But sometimes it is not suitable to do so

N

)

his/her best interests regardless of the identity of the perpetrator. because of special reasons. ;E' E & % l]\, $ ’ §u

What is a Multi-disciplinary Case Conference on Protection

If needed, the social worker will also invite an older child to attend the conference.
However, a younger child is usually not invited because he/she may not understand

of Child with Suspected Maltreatment what is being discussed.

When' it is suspgcted that' a child i; being h'armed, sqcial Workers, teachers, doctors Whether the parents or the child attend(s) the conference or not, the social worker
or police, etc. will meet with the child and his/her family. They will also contact other will discuss with them the future arrangements for the child and the family before
individuals who have knowledge of the child and the family in order to understand the conference, for example, where the child will live, who will take care of the child,
the family situation. Sometimes, the child will also have his/her body checked by a doctor. whether they need assistance from other people, etc. The social worker will listen to

their views and report them at the conference to let other people know and consider.
Then, these personnel will hold a multi-disciplinary case conference. The purpose of

the conference is NOT to discuss whether anyone is to be prosecuted, but to allow If the parents or the child have/has not attended the conference, the social worker will,
professionals who concern about the child to exchange available information and discuss after the conference, explain to the parents the decisions and views of the conference.
how to help the child live in a safe environment without further harm. They will also He/she will also explain to the child when needed using the way the child can
discuss how to help his/her family members overcome difficulties so that the latter can understand. If the child has any questions or worries, he/she can tell the social worker
provide proper care and guidance for the child. All details discussed at the conference will at any time and discuss together how to cope with them.

be kept confidential and will not be disclosed to anyone without the need to know.

. How can the child play a part if he/she attends the conference?
How wiill the conference be conducted?

Before the conference, the Chairperson or social worker will explain clearly to the child

Professionals attending the conference will report the information obtained as well the purposes of the conference, the participating members and the proceedings of the
as their knowledge of the child and the family, and then proceed to discuss the conference, etc. During the conference, the child may provide additional background
following: information about his/her family and express opinions about the care plan or other
+ What issue(s) or incident(s) has/have happened to the child? arrangements recommended by members. The child can ask the Chairperson or
« What is the risk and level of harm to the child and/or his/her sibling(s) in future? members to explain anything he/she does not understand.

« What arrangements can be made to protect the safety of the child and safeguard
his/her best interests? For example: What are the arrangements after the conference?
- Is it necessary to have alternative residential or care arrangements for the child
and/or other family members?
- Is it necessary to apply for an order from the Court for the care or protection
arrangements of the child and/or his/her sibling(s)?
- Do the child and other family members need other services, such as schooling
arrangements, physical and psychological treatments, etc.?
e Will the information of the child and/or his/her sibling(s) be registered on the Child
Protection Registry of the Social Welfare Department?
e What service unit(s) and what other professionals will provide services for the child
and his/her family?

| ——

The conference will determine the social worker from which service unit will follow
up the case. The responsible social worker and other professionals will meet and
communicate with the child and his/her family, and implement the care plan and other
arrangements recommended by the conference. The child can tell them about his/her
views, situation or even worries for a discussion on how to address these issues.
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